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the first news of the invasion of their sacred purlieus in a cause   CHAP.
""
so insolently profane, Birmingham Radicalism became molten
with ire; and resolved to overwhelm any "Tory attempt" to
misrepresent upon that issue the historic tradition of the town.
That this movement in its first origin was spontaneous there
is no doubt. Gladstone himself had said that if the Lords did
not give way there would be "storm and tempest". Lord
Salisbury continued to point out that there were none of the
usual evidences of a violent demand; thus implying that while
the people were quiet the Peers would be strong. Small wonder
that, as early as August 14, we find Chamberlain writing in a
white heat to Morley:
The Tories will not be allowed to hold their meeting here in October.
That is certain and there will be a blazing row. Milk and water won't
carry it. The Lords will only yield to fear. Therefore to your tents, O
Israel.
But for all that it is certain that he did not plan or intend the
outrageous sequel. Even Mr. Marriott did not contend that he
was stupid.
The Conservatives issued tickets. Radicals applied for them
in large numbers, hoping to carry an adverse vote. The Conserva-
tives stopped the supply. A small and select Radical conspiracy
then forged its own supply, imitating exactly the orange colour
and type and duplicating genuine numbers. On both sides temper
ran dangerously high. The Conservatives announced that any
attempt to interfere with the comfort of the proceedings would
be "vigorously suppressed". The stewards, says the grave local
annalist, were not only some hundreds in number but of "power-
ful physique and pugnacious disposition55,1
On the great and disreputable day, October 13, while the
Conservatives poured into the grounds, the rival crowd held
its meeting just outside the wall. Many Liberals, the pink of
respectability, had closed their works to let their men counter-
demonstrate. Now the mischief began. The rougher sort of re-
formers began to clamber over the brick wall; then they battered
a breach in it; and through the gap, yards wide, the unruly horde
rushed in amongst "the Conservative Opposition5'. After that,
1 Dent, The Making of Birmingham.